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- Whatis it?
What do archaeologlsts do?
What gets left behind by people?




ar- chae-ol-o-gy orar-che-ol-o-gy: 1
archaic. ancient history 2 : the scientific study of
extinct peoples or of past phases of the culture of
historic peoples through skeletal remains, fossils,
and objects of human workmanship (as implements,
artifacts, monuments, or inscriptions) found in the
earth 3 : remains of the culture of a people |
ar - chae- ol- o- gist or ar - che: ol- o- gist : specialist in
archaeology (abstracted from Webster's Third
New International chtlonary of the English
Language Unabrldged RN Mertiam Company,
Publishers. Springfield, Massachusetts,

U.S.A. 1976. p.111
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DONOGT DO
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DONOT DO

REMEMBER


http://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/ask/what.htm

Archaeologists divide time into periods in order to make it easier to understand. Since
the last Ice Age ended (about 10,200 years ago) the most important of these periods in
Britain are shown below:

TheMesolithic or Middle Stone Agebegan around 10,000 years agc
TheNew Stone Ageor Neolithic began around 6,000 years ago
TheBronze Agebegan around 4,000 years ago
The/ron Age began around 2, 500 years ago
Roman Brlta/megan around 2,000 years ago

‘period be’gan around 1,500 years ago

period began around 500 years ago



Archaeology is the study of people who lived in the past and
have left things behind that give us clues about how they lived
their lives, where they lived, what they ate, even in some cases
what they thought about.

Here a Neanderthal
woman is shown burying
someone she cares -
about. We haveno = =
direct evidence for this
behaviour, but we find
Neanderthal bones in
close association with
pollen from flowers and
other objects from

their daily lives, so we
interpret this to mean

that they cared about

_ each other and believed
St . . in an afterlife
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Stone Tools from High Lodge,

Kents Cavern and 2t
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