Blandford Forum Town Museum

Archives:

Research on family history and Blandford people and buildings. Other

subjects can be researched upon request.

Contact Pam Le Bas@im.lebas@btinternet.com

Education:

1 Family Saturday ClubSaturday mornings from iDlam

1 Primary Education Programmed 2 1 K a OK22f aQ 2 dzi
house visits. Visits should be arranged in advance.
Day Centre VisitsVisits should be arranged in advance.
Museum Courses and Workshop®n a variety of subjects.
Contact Education Officer or website for more information.

1 Museum Lecture Series8 talks through the Autumn, Winter and
early Spring.
Special EventsBooksignings, Storytellings and other events
Blandford Museum Heritage Projecprojects involving
16¢ 20 yrolds.

Contact Dr Sylvia Hixson Andrews ditixsonandrews@uwclub.net

Railway Club:

1 The club meets on the first Monday of every month.

T Working groups meet on alternate Wednesdays

1 Research and Modehaking groups

1 Special events and talks

Contact David Cash dtash@onetel.com

Museum Websiteblandfordtownmuseum.org

visit to the
Blandford

Fire Station!
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Blandford Forum
Town Museum

The First 21 Years

By Pam Le Bas
Blandford Museum Archivist



Ben Coxi founding Curator
of Blandford Town Museum and is
the Emeritus Curator

Acknowledgements

This account has been compiled from information in an account by Mrs. Tupper
about the development of the museum from 1974, newsletters to Museum Trust
members, records of Michael Le Bas concerning exhibits and general curating mat-
ters and Blandford Forum Trust Council actions.

It has been necessary to name several people in the history, whose involvement
seemed particularly worthy of mention, but it has been impossible to acknowledge
everyone who has worked for the museum over the years. Apologies and thanks are
due to all those not named. Their work has also been vital and greatly appreciated.
Thanks, too, are due to by Sylvia Hixson Andrews and Tony Owen who have given
further help to make the whole in appropriate form for presentation.

Coupled with the additions
to the displays, we

continue to enlarge the
education activities of the
museum started by Sylvia
Hixson Andrews. These
activities include a Saturday
Family Club for ages15

and parents/carers, Adult
Day Centre activities,
schools visits , thouse
visits, courses on the
Archaeology of SW
England, Human Evolution,
Encaustic Tile and Flint Knapping workshops and others, a special programme
of heritagerelated projects for 16

20 yearolds (Blandford Museum
Heritage Project), and a series of
Winter Talks on a variety of

subjects.

Increasingly we are promoting new
types of display that will include

DVD presentations arising out of the
activities of the Blandford Museum
Heritage Project. These will include
closed loop presentations on the
military in Blandford, Memories of
World War Two, the 1731 Fire of Blandford, current archaeological discoveries,
Blandford Railway Memories, and many others. These are being funded by a
Heritage Lottery Young Roots Grant received in 2007, and most should be
achieved by the end of our current five year plan in December 2010.

Dr Peter Andrews
Blandford Town Museum Curator
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Blandford Museum: The present and the future

At Blandford Museum we are trying to expand our services and attract more
people to the museum. We are doing this in several ways. We have been able
to switch to free entry for all visitors following financial assistance from
Blandford Forum Town Council. This allows people to make repeat visits as
often as they wish.
Secondly, we have
made as much of
the museum as
possible accessible
to all. Thirdly, we
are building new
exhibits with the
emphasis on the
context of objects
so that they can

be viewed in the
way they were
used in the past.
And finally we are
expanding the
educational
opportunities on offer by the
museum.

One new approach we hope
to be able to follow in the
future is to make use of
interactive or handson

technology so that visitors will feel more involved with the displays.

The Museum is still in a transitional phase, however, as we have not yet
achieved all of this. We have made considerable progress in moving away from
the old museum type of display with the provision of five ndisplays that

show objects as they were being used in the past (exhibiting the forge,
O200f SNDa &aK2L)E +AOUG2NALY LI F&@NBR2YX
railway). New exhibits being planned over the next three years include context
displays on the Natural History of Dorset, reconstruction of the Victorian Dairy
and Kitchen, the Victorian School Room, and the Military in Blandford.

26

HISTORY OF BLANDFORD FORUM MUSEUM
The First 21 Years

This history has been written to
OSt SoNITGS (GKS [p/ 2YAy3 27
GKS . f1YyRT¥T2NR [pdza Sdzy Ay
Yard, Market Place, Blandford,
which was officially opened 21
years ago, on April 13, 1985.
was not, however, the first
museum in the town. More tha
a century earlier, there had bee
one above the shop on the
corner of the Market Place and
Salisbury Street (currently the
Goy / NBgy /I FSe0o® LGa 26YySNE | SYNE 5
important figure on Blandford Town Council (four times Mayor) and much
involved in the wider Dorset cultural scene, but it was for his particular interest

in antiquities that he is now especially remembered. Throughout his life, he
acquired a considerable collection for which, sometime before 1865, he

created a Museum on his own shop premises.

Our President, John Tory, has transcribed extracts from the diaries of Julietta
Forrester, a former resident of Bryanston, in which she recounted a visit on
WIydzZ NBE yiK myyt (2 5dz2NRSyQa YdzaSdzyd
yno &d daid22LAy3s odzi RAIYAFTASRE |y
shop, fitted up with cases, richly stored and nicely arranged with antiquities
Si0d¢ @ l'Y2y3a (GKS Ylye AGSYya akKS YSy
years old, all found within eight miles of Blandford; flint arrowheads, torcs,
bracelets and pottery etc. from Hod Hill; agold#eiK A f €t Ay 3 LA SOS
reign; coins, china, an old bible, and some carved furniture.

Unfortunately for Blandford, the entire collection was removed to the British
Museum when Mr. Durden died in 1892. However, a special visit to the
Prehistory Dept there in 2005, by our curators, revealed how extensive and
nationally important the collection was, and how greatly valued it still is. The
Roman artefacts from Hod Hill are particularly numerous and informative and
we recognise that the collection clearly merits its place in the main national
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