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From the Editor

T his has certainly been a Red Letter year for our museum and a great
boost for our endeavoui&iee entryhas hugely increased not only
visitor numbers but also donations and pablerenesfss ee Pet er €
reportAlthough undoubtedly helped by the prominefiame
advertisement in the street and the model railway attraction, it has been
&-ree Entrgthathas allowed people to take a look (even when just
waiting for a bus or otherwishort of time) and further interest is
aroused. We also now hawraslway Club, with about 20 members,
meeting weekly and an exciting new educational project for student
researcheiss ee Syl viads report). Furth
maynotk spring, but we are Obusting
Watch this space!

Congratulations are dueDorset Rural Music Schoglwhich
celebrates its 60th Anniversary thisyjesae ¢ Ri char d Hal |

its history, further on)
Pam Le Bas

Cur ator & Report
Peter Andrews

The major event of 2007 has been the start of free admission to the
museum, and the impact of this is described below, as shown by visitor
numbers and results of the visitor survey.

Numbers of visitors, 2007

Visitor numbers t8landford Museum increased dramatically as a result
of free admission. In 2006 we A&85visitors who paid £20586

admission charges. In 2007 we@id&8visitors who contributed

£2,187.93 by donations in the milk churn beside the entry door. In
other words we gained more from donations this year than we did from
admission charges last year, and hadfalfiviecrease in visitor

numbers. Daily variations in numbers ranged from an average of 55 on
Saturdays down to 11 on Sundays, with other daysaefekearying

from 30 to 39 per day. There has been some discussion in the past as to
whether one weekday was better or worse than others, but this year all
were more or less equal. The only day that had far fewer visitors than
any other was Sunday. All vélated as stewards during the year

noticed the greatipcreased visitor numbers and the excitement and
stimulation that they generated. | will be posting a display of facts and
figures in the museum, including number of adults as opposed to
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