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From the Editor 

This has certainly been a Red Letter year for our museum and a great 

boost for our endeavours! Free entry has hugely increased not only 
visitor numbers but also donations and public awareness (see Peter’s 
report). Although undoubtedly helped by the prominent A-frame 
advertisement in the street and the model railway attraction, it has been 
„Free Entry‟ that has allowed people to take a look (even when just 
waiting for a bus or otherwise short of time) and further interest is 
aroused. We also now have a Railway Club, with about 20 members, 
meeting weekly and an exciting new educational project for student 
researchers (see Sylvia‟s report). Further innovations are on the way. It 
may not be spring, but we are “busting out all over”!  Climate change?  
Watch this space!  

Congratulations are due to Dorset Rural Music School, which 
celebrates its 60th Anniversary this year (see Richard Hall‟s account of 
its history, further on). 

Pam Le Bas 
 

Curatorõs Report 

Peter Andrews 

The major event of 2007 has been the start of free admission to the 

museum, and the impact of this is described below, as shown by visitor 
numbers and results of the visitor survey. 

 

Numbers of visitors, 2007 
Visitor numbers to Blandford Museum increased dramatically as a result 
of free admission. In 2006 we had 1285 visitors who paid £2055 in 
admission charges. In 2007 we had 6153 visitors who contributed 
£2,187.93 by donations in the milk churn beside the entry door. In 
other words we gained more from donations this year than we did from 
admission charges last year, and had a five-fold increase in visitor 
numbers. Daily variations in numbers ranged from an average of 55 on 
Saturdays down to 11 on Sundays, with other days of the week varying 
from 30 to 39 per day. There has been some discussion in the past as to 
whether one weekday was better or worse than others, but this year all 
were more or less equal. The only day that had far fewer visitors than 
any other was Sunday. All who acted as stewards during the year 
noticed the greatly-increased visitor numbers and the excitement and 
stimulation that they generated. I will be posting a display of facts and 
figures in the museum, including number of adults as opposed to 
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children, and how they varied from month to month and by day of 
week. This display was available for the half term opening in October 
and for the one week opening in December (6-12 December, with the 
museum being open until 9pm on the late-night-shopping Wednesday 
12th). 

 
Visitor Survey, 2007 

There were 482 responses to the visitor survey for 2007, for which I 

thank all the stewards and helpers who persuaded visitors to fill in one 
of the forms. It is immediately apparent from the results that there are 
some differences from last year, most noticeably that more visitors 
came from outside town, compared with numbers of local residents. 
The significance of this figure of 65% outside visitors is that it is 
potentially sustainable, provided people continue to visit Dorset to the 
extent they did this year. In a town the size of Blandford it is clearly 
impossible to maintain the numbers achieved this year (more than 6000) 
from Blandford alone. 

The second question in the survey asked how visitors heard 
about the museum, and the most interesting finding is the increased 
exposure of the museum via the A-frame on East Street. Nearly 40% of 
visitors came to the museum as a result of having seen it. On the third 
question, what decided visitors to come to the museum, most said an 
interest in history, while others liked museums or had a general interest.  
Answers to the fourth question, what did visitors think were the most 
interesting exhibits, were pretty evenly spread. Most people liked all 
exhibits, both last year and this, and specifically chose the context 
exhibits, most popular being the railway model, the Victorian child‟s 
playroom and archaeology. 

Some visitors made extra comments, mostly complimentary, 
indicating they considered the exhibits good for a small town museum 
and well laid out considering the restricted space available. Many people 
commented on the helpful staff, and again I would like to thank 
everyone who did so much to provide such a welcome for visitors. It 
was noticed and commented on by many. 

Finally, here are some of the favourable comments: 
 

fascinating local history, interestingly presented; 
 
amazing and vibrant living museum…very welcoming; 
 
staff very helpful, particularly fascinating, given our connection with the town; 
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it has a fantastic range of things – what an interesting collection; 
 
children’s section is very good, will bring grandchildren later; 
 
welcoming atmosphere, an interesting variety of exhibitions; 
 
all very good – especially the train displays and fire display; 
 
everything is really well displayed – small space but lots of interesting exhibits; 
 
just right, visited previously – pleased how it is flourishing; 
 
clear explanations from gentleman here, lovely displays – couldn’t fault anything; 
 
very friendly and knowledgeable staff. 

 

Registration 

Early next year we will be getting notice that the next stage of museum 

registration is upon us, and this time the conditions for continuing 
registration will be even more rigorous and will take up a lot of time in 
preparation. During the winter we will need to bring curation and 
cataloguing of the museum collection right up to date and meet 
stringent controls on the storage and display of all museum artefacts. 
This is not something we can dismiss lightly, for registration is essential 
for the continued existence of the museum. 

 
Other activities in 2007 

Progress this year on the railway exhibit has been slower because of 

shortage of funds, but the Railway Club has been meeting regularly 
every first Monday of the month, and has generated some donations 
and member subscriptions. All tracks, points and wiring are now in 
place, and the new control box connected up. We have tested the 
automatic control system, which when fully functional, will be able to 
keep at least five trains running in any one sequence. 

The museum had several group visits in the last three months, 
from Milton Abbas, Fordingbridge, The Blandford Centre, several 
schools and the Civic Day mayors‟ visit. We took an exhibit to the 
inaugural meeting of the Dorset History Forum in September, which 
was very successful. 
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Chairmanõs Report 

John Barnes 

As before, I have booked the Crown Hotel for our Sunday Lunch:  

16th March, 2008, at 12:30pm for 1:00 pm. The cost will be £14.50 per 
head. I will send out proper invitations later. Book early to avoid 
disappointment. We have limited seating. 
 

Presidentõs message 

Dot Powell 

Are you a good organiser? Do you like being part of a team? Most 

importantly, do you like to see people enjoying themselves? If the 
answer is YES to all these questions, then Your Museum Needs You! 
Become a member of a small team dedicated to organising social events 
in 2008. Ring Dot Powell for further details. Tel: 01258 455032. 
 

Great News on the Education Front 

Sylvia Hixson Andrews (Education Officer) 

We have been successful in a Heritage Lottery bid for £22,000! The 

money is for the Blandford Museum Heritage Project, and was funded 
by the Young Roots. The money is earmarked for use in heritage 
activities involving 15 to 20 year-olds and we hope it will bring in many 
young adults to participate and develop museum events and displays. 
We are working in partnership with Dr Martin Green, whose museum 
contains a very large collection of artefacts from the late Palaeolithic 
forward. The participating community groups are Treads, The 
Blandford School, Bryanston School, and Queen Elizabeth School. 

The activities to be funded will span many areas and young 
people may be involved in helping design exhibits, working with 
younger primary-age groups, creating DVD documentaries (oral 
histories, dramatic re-enactments) and many other kinds of project. The 
funds will help us to purchase computers, scanners, digital taping, 
photographing and projection equipment, and cameras and other items 
to carry out the activities. 

Digital media are what young people are interested in and know a 
lot about, so this is the „draw‟ designed to encourage their participation 
in heritage-related activities, but the wealth of knowledge, memories 
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and expertise present in our museum membership is desperately needed 
to help engage and inform these young people‟s projects. We are very 
much in need of volunteers to help. Perhaps you have lots of memories 
of past events, such as the early days of the Dorset Steam Fair, or you 
know a lot about the last 30 years of the Blandford Signals Camp. 
Perhaps you have lived in Blandford for many years and can explain 
changes that have occurred over the years to create the Blandford we 
see today. Such memories and knowledge are most valuable to us and 
could be of tremendous help to students. Please contact me if you 
would be willing to help in any way. As always, we are still looking for 
people with Primary education experience to help out with our Primary 
Schools Programme. Please consider if you have something to offer in 
that area. 

Our adult courses will be advertised as they come up but I can 
say that the Flint Knapping Workshop being given by Luke Winter was 
over-subscribed and another one is already being planned for the 
spring.  In addition, we will be hosting a Mediaeval Tiles Workshop and 
another course in Human Evolution. 
 

Talks for 2007-2008 

contact Sylvia Hixson Andrews 

All lectures start at 7:30pm and are held in the Methodist Church Hall 

on Tuesdays, except please note the different day and venue in 
February. 

DATE SPEAKER TITLE VENUE 

20 November 
2007 

Martin Green A Birdõs Eye View of 
Archaeology 

Methodist 
Church Hall 

22 January 
2008 

Tony Bates  Dorsetõs Living 
Landscape 

Methodist 
Church Hall 

Wednesday  27 
February 2008 

Gerald Ponting Kingcups By Any Other 
Name 

Woodhouse 
Gardens 

18 March 2008 Peter Andrews Blandford Museum 
Expedition to Armenia 

Methodist 
Church Hall 

22 April 2008 Sylvia Hixson 
Andrews 

Heritage Project Methodist 
Church Hall 

The Solly Lecture will be held on 13 May 2008. The speaker will be 
Gwen Yarker and the title of her talk will be A Man of Eminent 
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Talentsõ, Thomas Rackett, Dorset Rector and Enlightenment 
Man. 
 

Stewards and the rota 

Many thanks to the twelve who responded to our appeal for stewards.  

Gordon Nobles was very pleased to have more people to call upon but 
regrets that time-tabling complications meant he was not able to talk to 
you all. He assures everyone that they are still greatly needed! He is 
aiming to have more than one steward per shift next year, which should 
mean more time slots available for newcomers to fill, when an 
established helper can be there to „show them the ropes‟. Last June, 
Tony and Elisabeth Owen again very kindly opened their home for 
another „garden‟ party for stewards, which was much enjoyed, despite 
the rain! They plan to time it for slightly later next year, in the hope of 
getting more cooperative weather conditions… 
 

Dorset Museums Association 

Pam Le Bas 

As your representative, I have attended all DMA committee meetings 

since June, 2006, and have found and raised some concerns, particularly 
the lack of posted DMA newsletters, etc. for Blandford Museum since 
2004. Since we cannot operate email in the museum itself, I have 
pressed strongly for the reinstatement of posted newsletters (which can 
be displayed for our helpers to see and later filed here). The new 
renewal form for DMA membership will now include tick-boxes where 
we can choose how we wish to receive DMA communications. I have 
also expressed disappointment at delay or failure of some agreed 
arrangements and actions, owing to recent greatly-increased demands 
on the time of professional curators in the larger museums who are the 
DMA officers, but I am assured that the problems are now being 
addressed. 
 

Dorset Rural Music School: 

a brief history 
Richard Hall 

The Rural Music School movement was the vision of one individual, 

Mary Ibberson, who in 1929 established the first RMS in Hertfordshire 
to provide lessons in all branches of music at reasonable cost and in 
convenient locations for country people without easy means of 
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transport. Much of the work was undertaken in village schools (this was 
before the days of County Music Advisors and the provision of 
instrumental lessons by a County Music Service) but from the beginning 
students of all ages were encouraged to attend and there was great 
emphasis on group work in addition to individual lessons. Influential 
figures in the musical world leant their support and before long similar 
schools were established elsewhere. 

Dorset was the eighth Rural Music School to appear. The original 
proposal came from Joan Brocklebank, Dorset‟s first County Music 
Organiser, and, with the support of the Chief Education Officer and a 
grant from RMS headquarters in Hertfordshire, the DRMS was 
launched in September 1947. The first Director, Nancy Williams 
(trained with Imogen Holst at Dartington Hall), ran the school‟s 
operations from a single room in Whitecliff Mill Street, and by the end 
of the first year there were well 
over one hundred students, with 
demand already outstripping 
available supply. 

Teachers travelled to 
locations all over the county, at 
first concentrating on string 
instruments but gradually 
diversifying into woodwind, 
piano and singing, with students 
constantly encouraged to come 
together to tackle a wide variety 
of music. A major milestone was 
reached in 1950 when the 
twenty-first birthday of the 
Rural Music Schools Association 
was celebrated with a concert in the Royal Albert Hall; seventeen 
hundred RMS students took part (including a good number from 
Dorset) and as a centrepiece there was a specially-written Concerto 
Grosso by Vaughan Williams. 

Back in Blandford the impossibility of operating from a single 
room was miraculously transformed when an anonymous donor 
enabled the purchase of Old House Cottage (believed to be a converted 
stable) in The Close. The new Music Centre was opened in 1962 and 
this has been home to DRMS ever since. Following Nancy Williams‟ 
retirement in 1964 there have been five Directors, each working 
alongside a governing body drawn from across the county and with a 



10 

wide variety of skills and experience to bring to their task. Storms have 
been weathered, most notably the establishment of a County Music 
Service which, excellent initiative though it was, brought to an end 
DRMS involvement in the state school system. Indeed, this proved 
literally the death knell for most Rural Music Schools; today we find 
ourselves the only one remaining with its own premises and providing 
anything like a full range of activities. Today‟s musical and demographic 
climate is very different from that of 1947 but we face the future, 
certain that there is a place for the provision of music of all types in 
what William Barnes referred to as “a great place for zingen”. 

 

New Acquisitions 

Michael Le Bas 

2007.12  Pharmacist's 

collection of herbs, roots, 

leaves,  seeds and books  

2007.13  Victorian era 

child's folding high chair  

2007.14  German 1936 
incendiary bomb (disarmed)  

2007.15  Sword of Lt 

Cmdr Wallace Moir Annand 
RND Collingwood Batt  

2007.16  Sword of Capt 

Richard Annand VC  

2007.17  1930s bayonet 
and scabbard  

2007.18  1900s bayonet  

2007.19  Wilts & Dorset 
bus driver's 1940 summer and  winter uniform  

2007.20  Milk carton Stone Vals Dairy  

2007.21  Framed photograph Form IV Blandford  Grammar 
School 1938  

2007.22  Motor Cycle Racing programme Blandford Camp  

2007.23  WD 1 gallon petrol can 1935  

2007.24  WWI certificate of honour for Pte Harry Head  

2007.25  Two military oil lamps with hoods  

2007.26  HMS Collingwood hat tally  
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AGM 2008é 

…will be on Friday, May 23rd, at 7:00pm  in the United Reformed 
Church Hall, Whitecliff Mill Street, Blandford. Please come to support 
us and use your vote! 
 

Special Christmas Opening and unique 

book sale! 

Please note different days and hours this year. We will be open 

December 6 – 12 inclusive, 10:30am-3:30pm (better times for short 
days and dark evenings), remaining open until 9pm on Wednesday 12th 
for Blandford‟s „late-night shopping event‟. During that week we will be 
selling a few copies of Ben Cox‟s Book of Blandford Forum, now out-of-
print and very rare. 

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Y ear 
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