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ter , and we hope as many people as possible will attend.  Someone 

from the Southwest Federation (of which DMA is part) will give a talk 

and we hope to discuss how we can improve things in Dorset in the 

future.  Please ask me for details if you are interested or could make a 

constructive contribution.  (01258 454515)  

 

 

Last but not least !  

Museum AGM  will be held on Wed. May 18 at  7.00 pm. in 

United Reformed Church hall, Whitecliff Mill Street.   

Your support is needed here, too!   

At 7.30 pm. Dr. Peter Stanier (whom members may remember from 

his last talk here in 2000) will tell us more of his research into  

This newsletter was formatted by Sylvia Hixson Andrews on a one - time basis. 

Our regular designer, David Parry, will return (thankfully) next issue!  
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FREE ENTRY TO OUR MUSEUM FOR ALL!  

(for two year trial period)  
 

These are exciting  and challenging days for our museum, after a lot 

of hard work through the winter by our curators and management 
team with their valuable helpers (see óCuratorôs Reportôand óModel 

Railway Updateô).  Also we have interesting new exhibits from Austra-

lia (see Chairmanôs Report). 

 
However, please, please, PLEASE do consider if you can help by 

being a steward (even if only occasionally) and if so, let 

Gordon Nobles know!  [phone: 01258 453315 or museum 

450388].    
 

The need is even greater now as we have the railway upstairs, for 

which training will be given to stewards, as well as for careful moni-

toring of people as they enter (children must still be accompanied by 

adults).  Without more stewards, we may have to close sometimes.  
We must not waste this great opportunity to increase public aware-

ness of Blandford and its heritage.  

 

Curatorôs report  
Peter Andrews  

Blandford Museum has always been obliged in the past to make sub-

stantial admission charges to visitors in order to meet its running 

costs. This limits visitor numbers and the usefulness of the museum 

to the town, and one of my aims since becoming curator has been to 

increase visitor numbers by allowing free entry to the Museum. This 

involves changing the way the Museum is financed, and last year I 

submitted a proposal to Blandford Town Council to increase the Ser-

vice Level Agreement (SLA) to the Blandford Museum of £2000 on top 

of the £600 per year currently being paid, to run for five years (2007 

to 2111). It would be subject to annual review to take inflation into 

account. What the Town Council have agreed is the payment of £2000 

in total for a period of two years, so we have lost the £600 and we 

have two instead of five years. The latter is not a problem, for I am 

confident that with a good increase in visitor numbers we can make a 

case for this agreement to continue after the two years are up, but 
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2007.6    Collection Lead Shot 17/18 th  century  

2007.7    Wire Box Soap Container  

2007.8    Collection of Draughtsman Instruments.  

2007.9    Two Fins of WW2 Bombs  

2007.10   Medallion ófor Civilizationô 1914- 1818  

2007.11   Two Food Ration Books in holder  1952 -1953  

2007.12   Collection of natural pharmacological materials   
   and books, including 1914 Pharmacopoeia  

 

Archives   

Pam Le Bas  
 

Extra shelving (thanks to Tony Owen) has allowed better use of space 

and easier access to archives.  New box - files have relieved worn -out 

and bulging ones, and all are now less tightly crammed on the 

shelves.  In addition to our printed photographs of Blandford, we have 

colour transparencies used in local history lectures by Ben Cox.  

Please contact me (01258 454515) if you wish to see any of these.  

 

Dorset Museums Association  

Pam Le Bas  

 

I have been co -opted on to the committee for DMA as representative 

for our museum, and also as the only one from Dorsetôs small com-

pletely -voluntary museums (as distinct from the larger professional 

ones, who merely use volunteers to help the paid staff).  Our museum 

has been a member of DMA for many years, and previously has re-

ceived valuable advice and help from it.  It also provided ways for 

Dorsetôs museums to get to know and learn from each other, but re-

cently has been less active and some members have lapsed.  The pro-

fessionals who organise it (voluntarily) are very pressed for time, so 

more outside volunteer support is urgently needed.  An Open Meet-

ing is planned for April 18 at Dorset County Museum, Dorches-
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within very demanding time - limits, at often far -distant sites.  Gordon 

Nobles  has been a very helpful steward for the past year and has 

now nobly (no pun intended!) taken on the demanding but essential 

role of organising and maintaining the stewardsô rota.  Dot Powell  

has been a very effective representative of the Town Council on our 

Museum Council, liaising between the two and ensuring our aims and 

activities are brought to the attention of the town wherever possible.  

John Tory,  our loyal president for the past 12 years and a very active 

volunteer for the museum ever since its earliest days in the 1970ôs, is 

(sadly) now preparing to stand down at the next AGM.  Geoff Bar-

nett , a relative newcomer to Blandford, has given excellent practical 

help with carpentry and other jobs involved in the recent display 

changes.  David Cash , only recently arrived at the museum for the 

exciting railway project, has already applied much time and know -how 

on our behalf (see Model Railway Update).   Sylvia Hixson Andrews  

must surely be very well -known to our members for all the work she 

already undertakes for us, but she has now given us yet more of her 

time and computer expertise by creating our new website 

< www.blandfordtownmuseum.org >.  This is an essential publicity 

item for any organisation nowadays.  Judy Ford  is generously apply-

ing her professional (Open University etc.) research experience to 

transcribing old documents in our archives (see óGawlerôs Ditchô as 

one example).  All these people deserve our special thanks.  

 

Latest acquisitions  
Michael Le Bas  

 

2006.30  Collection of Victorian Clay Marbles  
2006.31  Fire -Watcherôs Notice re. incendiary bombs 1941 

2007.1    Fragments of crashed WW2 Hawker Hurricane  

2007.2    Frost Nails for Heavy Horses  

2007.3    Policemanôs Hand Lamp c. 1920 

2007.4    WW1 medal to Cpl How  

2007.5    Identity Card Mrs Cuff 1943  
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the payment of £2000 instead of £2600 is disappointing. I still think, 

however, that we should accept the Councilôs offer, and I am sure it is 

in the museumôs best interest to do so. I am pleased that at the last 

meeting of the museumôs Council of Management, there was near-

unanimous agreement to accept the Town Councilôs offer. 

All those who have worked as stewards will know that many potential 

visitors are put off by the entry charges: they come to the door, look 

in, and decide it is too expensive. In addition, many other people who 

come once are put off re -visiting because they would have to pay 

again. All these people therefore miss seeing the informative museum 

displays, and leave Blandford without realising its unique historical 

significance. Last year on 13th December, when we opened the Mu-

seum with free entry for that day only, 110 people visited (by far the 

highest number ever recorded on one day).  During the six months 

the museum was open in 2006, the total number was 1055, averaging 

only 10 visitors per day. I believe this is a clear indication that we will 

greatly enhance visitor numbers now that we are able to offer free 

entry. Special exhibits and/or events may still have charges even if 

entry to the Museum is free.  For example, we will continue to charge 

for participation in the highly successful Saturday Club for families 

with young children (ages 3 to 15).   We will also still charge groups 

for Guided Tours of the museum.  

Over the past few years we have set up at least one major new ex-

hibit every year, and a programme of temporary exhibits changing 

throughout the open period. This year it will be the scale model of 

Blandford Railway station, the infrastructure and track for which are 

now in place, although it may be another two years before the exhibit 

is finally completed.  David Cash has masterminded this project, and 

the model has been (and is still being) built by Kevin Trim. (See re-

port by David Cash). The display of musical instruments has been im-

proved and, together with the display of cameras, they are in two new 

cases on the ground floor. There is a new temporary exhibit of paint-

ings by Muriel Clark already in place (she is the artist who painted the 

picture of the Blue Coat boy upstairs in the school room), and this is 

combined with a beautiful wood sculpture by Arthur Clark (no relation) 
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who used to live next door to Muriel in Blandford.  Muriel has died and 

is buried in Blandford, but Arthur now lives in Australia.  Our thanks 

go to John Barnes who, on a 6 -week tour over there last year, visited 

his friend ñNobbyò (Arthur) Clark, and arranged to bring these items 

for our museum. (see Chairmanôs Report) 

The Museum is moving towards a more education -based concept in-

volving participation of visitors with displays. Examples of this are the 

Saturday club, a new Oral Histories project in collaboration with local 

secondary schools, visits to the Museum by local schools when the 

children can handle or make use of items from Museum collection, and 

(in the future) interactive displays. For the past two years we have 

been running courses for adults in collaboration with the Dorset Adult 

Education Service. These projects are all aimed at raising the profile 

of the museum away from the old view of museums as dusty reposito-

ries of boring objects and towards museums as fun places to visit, for 

both entertainment and learning. The events are widely advertised in 

the press and locally by posters and leaflets, but the best way of ad-

vertising the new opportunities available at Blandford Museum is by 

encouraging people to come to the museum and find out for them-

selves. Free entry will greatly enhance this.  

 

Education report  
Sylvia Hixson Andrews  

[ This report is a brief summary by the editor, on account of Sylvia's 

exceedingly busy time lately!]  

The Saturday Family Club (SFA) will restart on 14 April, 2007, with 
the help of Marion Bacon and one of the parents, Anne Paterson. We 

received a grant of £307 to do some advertising for the club, which 

will take the form of a market stall on Saturdays in April and May.  

This will advertise all museum activities, not just the SFA.  So please 
help us to man (and woman!) the stall. Please phone me (01258 

458911) if you can do an hour or so on one of these days.  After that, 

we will receive another £307 to do specific advertising for SFA in local 

schools.  
 

9 

be a great success.  Naturally we also hope it will lead to many more 

people joining as members.  

 

Gawlerôs Ditch, Horsefair  

and High Street , Blandford     

Judy Ford  
 

The will of Thomas Biswell, a cordwainer of Blandford (dated 1733) 

includes references to the names of streets or places in the town 

which no longer exist. One of these was óthe Ditch called Gawlers 

Ditchô, over which, the will states, a number of dwelling houses had 

been built and where there were ótwo little butteries near adjoiningô. 

(Two men, both named William Gawler, are named on the Protesta-

tion Returns of 1641 and the surname is to be found in later Blandford 

documents.)  Thomasôs will also mentions his óMalthouse and the 

dwelling houses Gardens and appurtenances thereto belonging situate 

inéthe street in Blandford aforesaid near the place called the 

Horsefair.ô He was also in possession of óMessuage houses Lands and 

Tenements called the Cock Inn and Lands in Blandfordô. The Cock ale-

house is thought to have stood (before the fire) in a street called the 

High Street. The inn was apparently situated close to Gawlerôs Ditch, 

as Thomas left his houses on the Ditch to his daughter Elizabeth and 

stated that she was to have access to óthe necessary house or privy 

belonging to the Cock Inn there nearô.  (Ed:  Does anyone have any 

suggestions for the sites of the places mentioned?)  

 

Some special thanks  
Pam Le Bas  
 

I wish to draw attention to the following, whose particular help is 

unlikely to be widely known among our membership.  David Parry  

continues (voluntarily) to format each newsletter for printing, after I 

have collected and arranged the contributions.  David is employed as 

Project Supervisor with Wessex Archaeology, organising excavations, 
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this back as he wanted to offer it to the Museum. It is now displayed 

there together with the three paintings of flowers by Muriel Clark, also 

a Blandford artist, no relation, who lived next door to him when they 

were children, in the Plocks, now called Marsh's Court.   She did a lot 

of large paintings in Blandford, some now in Blandford Hospital, and 

she painted the picture of the Blue Coat boy upstairs in the school 

room at the Museum.  About 10 years ago, I helped to arrange a large 

exhibition of her paintings in the Museum. I am also presenting to the 

Museum two C.D's of Arthur's carvings over the years for showing in 

the Museum.  It was quite an achievement to make a box to bring all 

these items back from Australia via Dubai.  

 

Deputy curatorôs report  
Michael Le Bas  
 

During the winter closure, eight of the 

museum displays have been reorganized 

and given new and clearer labelling: Musi-

cal Instruments, Cameras, Boer war, 

World Wars 1 and 2 medals and kit, WW2 

Gas Masks and ARP, St Leonardôs School, 

Archbishop Wake School and Grammar 

School photographs.   In June there will 

be a special exhibition about the Bland-

ford Spitfire.  

 

Membership Secretaryôs report   
Audrey Judge  
 

Membership numbers remain constant at roughly 200.  With the an-

nouncement that the museum is not going to charge entry fees this 

year, there has been an overwhelming response by members, keen to 

assist with new exhibitions and give more financial aid.  We expect 

many visitors for the working model of the Somerset and Dorset rail-

way.  Much hard work has gone into the scheme and we know it will 

WWi and WWII medals  
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Museum courses. The current one Ancient Human Life: South West 

England has 15 students and it will be followed by Human Evolution 

and Archaeology starting on April 12.  We are hoping to run other 

courses, possibly very short ones, and would welcome suggestions.  
These courses bring valuable funds to the museum.  

 

The Solly Lecture, Tuesday 10 April 2007 in Methodist Church 

Hall, will be given by Diana Trenchard and is entitled óWomen of Dor-

setô. Dianaôs book, of the same name, is published by Dorset Books. 
Be sure to come and hear about the often forgotten contributions 

from some of Dorsetôs most fascinating women. 

 

The Museumôs six winter talks have made a good profit and Chris 
Stringerôs lecture was a particular success having attracted an extra 

large audience.   The last meeting of the winter series will be 'Oral his-

tories: A WWII canteen and DVD show' on April 24th. Please come in 

WWII dress!  
 

 

Model Railway Update  
David Cash  

In January 2006 I was invited to discussions with our Museum Cura-

tors and management team with regard to the proposed model rail-

way to be constructed in the Museum.  A general agreement was 

reached on where the layout was to be displayed in the Museum and 

it was immediately obvious that the building of the model railway 

would cause significant disruption and reorganization to create an 

adequate space. ( It certainly did -  but all in a good cause -  I sincerely 

hope).  It was agreed that I would act as Facilitator to ensure that the 

desired aims and criteria may be achieved -  to build an authentic 

working OO gauge railway, at 4mm to the foot, scale model of Bland-

ford Station and Goods Yard facilities.  [photo of developing display]  

To do this within the limited space available in the Museum has been, 

and still is, a major challenge and to achieve it a degree of ómodellers 

licenceô has been necessary without compromising the overall effect of 

our model.  

The construction of the model will be an on -going project for many 

more months with so many separate elements to create . All the base 


