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Blandford Forum Town Museum 

Archives:  

Research on family history and Blandford people and buildings. Other 

subjects  can be researched upon request.  

Contact Pam Le Bas at p.m.lebas@btinternet.com   

Education: 

¶ Family Saturday ClubτSaturday mornings from 10-11am 

¶ Primary Education ProgrammeτōƻǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ-

house visits. Visits should be arranged in advance. 

¶ Day Centre VisitsτVisits should be arranged in advance. 

¶ Museum Courses and Workshops τon a variety of subjects. 

Contact Education Officer or website for more information. 

¶ Museum Lecture Seriesτ8 talks through the Autumn, Winter and 

early Spring. 

¶ Special EventsτBooksignings, Storytellings and other events 

¶ Blandford Museum Heritage Projectτprojects involving  

          16ς 20 yr-olds. 

Contact Dr Sylvia Hixson Andrews at s.hixsonandrews@uwclub.net  

Railway Club: 

¶ The club meets on the first Monday of every month. 

¶ Working groups meet on alternate Wednesdays 

¶ Research and Model-making groups  

¶ Special events and talks 

Contact David Cash at dcash@onetel.com  
 

Museum Website: blandfordtownmuseum.org 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Family Club 
visit to the  
Blandford  

Fire Station!  
1 

Blandford Forum 
Town Museum 

 The First 21 Years  

By Pam Le Bas 

Blandford Museum Archivist 



2 

 
 
 
 
 

Ben Cox ï founding Curator  
of Blandford Town Museum and is 

the Emeritus Curator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Acknowledgements  
 

 This account has been compiled from information in an account by Mrs. Tupper 
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due to all those not named. Their  work has also been vital and greatly appreciated.  
Thanks, too, are due to by Sylvia Hixson Andrews and Tony Owen who have given 

further help to make the whole in appropriate form for presentation.  
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Coupled with the additions 
to the displays, we 
continue to enlarge the 
education activities of the 
museum started by Sylvia 
Hixson Andrews. These 
activities include a Saturday 
Family Club for ages 2-15 
and parents/carers, Adult 
Day Centre activities, 
schools visits , In-house 
visits, courses on the 
Archaeology of SW 
England, Human Evolution, 
Encaustic Tile and Flint Knapping workshops and others, a special programme 

of heritage-related projects  for 16-
20 year-olds (Blandford Museum 
Heritage Project), and a series of 
Winter Talks on a variety of 
subjects.  

Increasingly we are promoting new 
types of display that will include 
DVD presentations arising out of the 
activities of the Blandford Museum 
Heritage Project. These will include 
closed loop presentations on the 
military in Blandford, Memories of 

World War Two, the 1731 Fire of Blandford, current archaeological discoveries, 
Blandford Railway Memories, and many others. These are being funded by a 
Heritage Lottery Young Roots Grant received in 2007, and most should be 
achieved by the end of our current five year plan in December 2010. 

 

Dr Peter Andrews 
Blandford Town Museum Curator 
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Blandford Museum: The present and the future 

At Blandford Museum we are trying to expand our services and attract more 
people to the museum. We are doing this in several ways. We have been able 
to switch to free entry for all visitors following financial assistance from 
Blandford Forum Town Council.  This allows people to make repeat visits as 
often as they wish. 
Secondly, we have 
made as much of 
the museum as 
possible accessible 
to all. Thirdly, we 
are building new 
exhibits with the 
emphasis on the 
context of  objects 
so that they can 
be viewed in the 
way they were 
used in the past. 
And finally we are 
expanding the 
educational 
opportunities on offer by the 
museum.  

One new approach we hope 
to be able to follow in the 
future is to make use of 
interactive or handsςon 
technology so that visitors will feel more involved with the displays. 

The Museum is still in a transitional phase, however, as we have not yet 
achieved all of this. We have made considerable progress in moving away from 
the old museum type of display with the provision of five new  displays that 
show objects as they were being used in the past (exhibiting the forge, 
ŎƻōōƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǇƭŀȅǊƻƻƳΣ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ 
railway). New exhibits being planned over the next three years include context 
displays on the Natural History of Dorset, reconstruction of the Victorian Dairy 
and Kitchen, the Victorian School Room, and the Military in Blandford.  
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HISTORY OF BLANDFORD FORUM MUSEUM 
The First 21 Years 

 

This history has been written to 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ƎŜέ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ .ŜǊŜΩǎ 
Yard, Market Place, Blandford, 
which was officially opened 21 
years ago, on April 13, 1985.  It 
was not, however, the first 
museum in the town.  More than 
a century earlier, there had been 
one above the shop on the 
corner of the Market Place and 
Salisbury Street (currently the  
άѹ /Ǌƻǿƴ /ŀŦŜέύΦ  Lǘǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ IŜƴǊȅ 5ǳǊŘŜƴ όмулт ǘƻ муфнύΣ ŀ ƎǊƻŎŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
important figure on Blandford Town Council (four times Mayor) and much 
involved in the wider Dorset cultural scene, but it was for his particular interest 
in antiquities that he is now especially remembered.  Throughout his life, he 
acquired a considerable collection for which, sometime before 1865, he 
created a Museum on his own shop premises.  
 
Our President, John Tory, has transcribed extracts from the diaries of Julietta 
Forrester, a former resident of Bryanston, in which she recounted a visit on 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ муут ǘƻ 5ǳǊŘŜƴΩǎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ  {ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ aǊΦ 5ǳǊŘŜƴ όǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ 
улύΣ ŀǎ άǎǘƻƻǇƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘέ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǎ άŀ  ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
shop, fitted up with cases, richly stored and nicely arranged with antiquities 
ŜǘŎΦέΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǎƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿŜǊŜΥ  ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄǘȅ ǳǊƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ нллл 
years old, all found within eight miles of Blandford;  flint arrowheads, torcs, 
bracelets and pottery etc. from Hod Hill;  a gold ten-ǎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 
reign;  coins, china, an old bible, and some carved furniture. 
 
Unfortunately for Blandford, the entire collection was removed to the British 
Museum when Mr. Durden died in 1892.  However, a special visit to the 
Prehistory Dept there in 2005, by our curators, revealed how extensive and 
nationally important the collection was, and how greatly valued it still is. The 
Roman artefacts from Hod Hill are particularly numerous and informative and 
we recognise that the collection clearly merits its place in the main national 
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museum which has the best facilities for its storage, security and display. The 
British Museum staff were very helpful in allowing us to obtain copies of 
photographs and some details to be shown in Blandford in 2006. 
 

First moves to create a museum for Blandford, 1974 to 1979 
Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ сл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ǳǊŘŜƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
a museum in Blandford was again under consideration and, this time, it was 
John and Sue Tupper who were the prime movers.  They had come to Blandford 
in 1964 and lived in the little cottage, The Sapling, behind their East Street 
ǎƘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
heritage and felt there was an urgent need for a museum to house, care for, 
and show the many artefacts known to exist in both public and private local 
ownership. The Mayor in 1974, Mr. Stanley Lawes, had expressed a wish to see 
a museum in the town, and Blandford Borough Council had promised £1000 
towards its establishment.  When local government was reorganised and the 
Borough Council was abolished, the new North Dorset District Council agreed 
to honour that promise.  Hopes were somewhat dashed, later, when the 
reported opinion from a meeting at the Rectory, was that this sum was 
nowhere near enough to finance such a project, and the whole idea was 
deemed unrealistic. 
 
However, Mrs. Tupper was not to be so easily defeated.  As she explained:  
άIŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ 
and to give up on a project which would preserve the history of such an 
important Georgian town for future generations, could not be an option - it 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ  !ŦǘŜǊ ƳǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ 
realised the answer was to form a private, charitable Trust which the people 
ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  !ǎ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎΣ 
so a town of 6000 inhabitants could surely muster a dozen or so who would be 
ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ŎŀǳǎŜΚέ  Undaunted by the pessimism 
expressed by many, Sue Tupper decided to appeal via the Western Gazette, for 
anyone willing to support such a project to get in touch, and she got an 
encouraging response.  By 1976, there was a sufficient core of  people willing to 
form a Trust, for which they elected the following: Mr. John Tupper Chairman;   
Mr. John Tory vice-chairman;  Mrs. Sue Tupper secretary; and committee 
members Mrs. Gwen Lane (Councillor), Charles Lavington (Town Clerk), Mrs. 
Ethel Warren, Mrs. Barbara Solly and Mr. Michael Johnston. The Trust was soon 
registered with the Charity Commission, and Constitution and Rules approved. 
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Solly Lectures 
 
2000  Joseph Bettey  Historic Farming and Rural Society in Dorset. 
2001 Bill Putnam  Roman Dorset. 
2002  Julian Richards  Vikings in Britain. 
2003  Shirley Critchley  Journey down the Amazon in Ancient Reed Boats. 
нллп  wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ  5ƻǊǎŜǘΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻŀǎǘΦ 
2005  Michael Gandy  The Civil War. 
 
  Compiled and written by Pam Le Bas.  Feb. 2006 
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Feb      01  Dr. Haines.  Leather 
Mar     01   (Barrett  W. Barnes) - (cancelled on day itself!) 
 
Sep      01   Karin Mew.  The Normans 
Oct      01   Roger Gutteridge.  Newfoundland trade 
Nov     01   David Reeve.  Harding - glass maker 
Jan       02   David Smith.  Kingston Lacy 
Feb      02   Jenny Hawker.  History of Nursing in Dorset 
Mar     02   Kay Browning.   Wessex Churches 
 
Sep      02   Treleven Haysom.   Purbeck stone 
Oct      02   Alan Chedzoy.   George III in Weymouth 
bƻǾ     лн   ¢ƻƳƭƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅƎǳŀǊŘ 
Jan       03   Bill Putnam.  Dorset prehistory 
Feb 20  03   Wessex Archeology.   Dorchester hospital site 
Mar 18 03   Paul Sturgess/John Lewis.  Photos of Dorset 
 
Sep      03   Mark Dunkley.  Marine Archaeology 
Oct      03   Ken Abel.  Medicine in the 17th C. 
Nov.     03  Karin Mew.   The history of Milton Abbas 
Jan  15  04  Polly Legg.  The Bastard family in Blandford 
CŜō мф  лп  όtŀǳƭ ¢ƻȅƴǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘύ  bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ tƭŀƛƴ 
Mar  18  04  David Hilliam.   History of Salisbury 
 
Sep  28  04  David Jackson.  Thomas Hardy and Blandford 
Oct  26  04  Kay Browning.  Almshouses 
Jan  25  05   Katherine Barker.   New Towns in MiddleAges 
Feb  22  05   James Cox.  The New Dorset History Centre 
Mar 22 05   Roger Peers.    John Clavell Mansell Pleydell 
Apr.26 05   Alan Chedzoy.  William Barnes 
 
Sep 27 05   John Tybjerg.  Milestones 
Oct. 26  05  Bob Nother.  Cob Buildings 
Jan 31  06  Alan Bichard.  Good and Bad in Modern Architecture in Dorset 
Feb  28  06  Vivienne Light.  Don Potter 
Mar 28  06  Keith Bottomley.  Shillingstone station 
!ǇǊ  нр лс  wƻƎŜǊ IƻƭƳŀƴκ.ƛƭƭ IƻŀŘŜΦ  5ƻǊǎŜǘΩǎ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 
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aǊǎΦ ¢ǳǇǇŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΥ  ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ  ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƳǳŎƘ 
publicity was given to the project by the Bournemouth Echo, which printed five 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ōȅ DƛƭōŜǊǘ DǊŜǾŜǘǘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ǘƻǳǊ bƻǘŜǎΩΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŜƭǇΦέ  ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ άaŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
£1 a year, and in March 1976, our very first display of any kind was exhibited by 
courtesy of National Westminster Bank. Mr. Kenneth Brown kindly lent a 
magnificent glass display case to stand inside the Bank, and we also mounted 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέ. 
 
In May 1976, at an Open Meeting in the Corn Exchange, the curator of the 
Dorset County Museum, Roger Peers, added his influential support by speaking 
ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘΦ  aǊǎΦ ¢ǳǇǇŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
revealed the delicate politics attempted, which unfortunately failed.  They had, 
as speaker, the Director of Hampshire Museum Services whose brief was άǘƻ 
tell us about the ways in which we might run our museum and he was 
specifically asked not to mention money as that might frighten people off the 
idea.  Unfortunately, one member of the audience persisted, towards the end 
of the talk, in asking for the probable annual cost of such a venture.  Giving me 
a despairing glance, Mr. Barton eventually gave way and said that we would 
need between £10,000 and £18,000 a year.  We would also need a professional 
ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǊ ΨŀƳŀǘŜǳǊƛǎƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΗΩΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ 
not need!  I should think that remark lost at least 99% of support which we 
might otherwise have gained from that well-attended evening!  There was one 
ŀŎƻǊƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƛƴŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ǎƻƛƭΗέ 
 
Despite this setback, the Western Gazette reported that the Museum Council 
would continue to work towards the project, confident in the abilities of their 
founding members, among whom were an archaeologist, a botanist, two artists 
and an antique dealer.  They now set about raising money in a variety of ways:  
ŀ ŦƭŀƎ ŘŀȅΤ  ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ IŀƭƭΤ  ŀ άWǳōƛƭŜŜ WǳƴƪŜǘέ ƛƴ 
the garden of Langton Old Rectory, by kind permission of Mrs. Solly (at which 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ wƻƭŦ IŀǊǊƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŀŦŦƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴ ōȅ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ 
Rector, Andrew Babington - much to his dismay!);  talks to local organisations;  
a display of dolls made by Mrs. Ursula Driskell;  several talks by visiting 
speakers;  an evening party with the Civic Society at Bryanston Cottage, (the 
home of Mr. R.J.Sayres, Treasurer of the Trust);  and a carnival float proclaiming 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ά¢I9 a¦{9¦a L{ /haLbDέ όǎŜŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύΦ 
Rev. Ray Balmer (Mayor and Hon. Freeman) was President of the Museum 
Trust and gave much help towards the project over many years, together with 
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David Wright, Major and Mrs. Lane, 
Agnes Williams, Cyril Hill and Tony 
Cross (curator of Alton museum).  In 
June 1977, the Trust held a special 
Jubilee Exhibition in the Methodist Hall 
at which Blandford buttons and a wood 
carving of the Blandford coat-of-arms 

were among items 
displayed.  Mr. 
David Wright 
owned the carving 
which is believed 
to have been the 
work (in 1753) of 
the Bastard Brothers, and he had it restored and repainted 
by Blandford heraldic artist, Mr. W. Montgomery.  It is 
currently on show in the museum.  

 

The building acquired and how it was transformed [1979 to 1985] 
Despite many suggestions for a building, there were always serious practical 
difficulties, and the big problem of finding somewhere suitable and affordable 
remained until 1979.  The 
breakthrough finally came, 
thanks to Meggitt and Marsh, 
electricians, who decided to give 
up their lease of the Coach 
IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ .ŜǊŜΩǎ ¸ŀǊŘΦ  aǊΦ 
Rodney Marsh suggested to 
William Williams Trust, owners 
of the Coach House, that they 
might then let it for a 
peppercorn rent to the Museum 
Trust, provided the Museum 
took on responsibility for all repairs and maintenance.  This was no small 
undertaking since the building was very decrepit and needed a new roof, 
windows, doors, gutters and drains, as well as water supply and electricity, but 
ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ мфул !DaΣ ǘƘŜ 
necessary encouragement and authority was given to take on the challenge.  
Soon work started, with  the involvement of John Turnbull (architect), Dennis 
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Officers of the Trust during its history 
 

President: 
Rev. Ray Balmer until 1992;  Mrs. Jane Haines 1992-4;  Mr. John Tory 1995 to 
date 
 
Chairman: 
Mr. John Tupper 1975-1984;  Mr. John Tory  1985-1988;  Mrs. Jane Haines 1989
-1991;  Mr. John Barnes 1992 to date 
 
Secretary: 
Mrs. Sue Tupper 1975-1985;  Mrs. Anne Hosford 1986-2000;  Mr. George Perry 
2001-3;  Mr. Tony Owen 2004 to date. 
 
Treasurer: 
 
Mr. D. Lang 1985-1988;  Mr. Eric Schmidt 1989-1991;  Mrs. E. Backhouse 1992-
1996;  Mr. Alan Judge 1997 to date 

 
Programmes for talks since 1998 
 
Sep 8   98  Nick Worlledge.  Blandford Enhancement Scheme 
Oct 13  98  Ann Smith.  History of Sherborne Castle 
Nov 10  98   Roger Guttridge.  Dorset Smugglers 
Jan 12  99  Alan Bailey.  Defence of Britain 
Feb 9  99  Alan Wilson.  Dorset curiosities 
Mar 9  99  Richard Ladle.  The Blandford Fly 
 
Sep. 28 99  Martin Green.  Archaeol. of Cranborne Chase 
Oct. 26 99  John Biggs.  Bastards  of Blandford 
Nov. 23 99  David Oliver.  Poundbury 
Wŀƴ нр лл  {ŀǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ  wǳǎƘƳƻǊŜ 
Feb 22 00  Bob Allan.  The Tarrant valley 
Mar 28 00  Sturgess/Lewis  Slide into Dorset 
 
Sep.     00  Colin Pomeroy.   Military Dorset 
Oct      00  John Smith.   Hod Hill Romans 
Nov.    00  Richard Dagger.   S&D Railway 
Jan       01  Peter Roberts.  The New Forest 
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aǳŎƘ ΨōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΩ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ !ǳŘǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ 
Alan Judge. Audrey maintains the highly-important Accessions Register and 
Alan (long-standing treasurer for the Museum) makes daily collection of the 
cash takings in the shop.  They have also often taken on such mundane but 
necessary tasks as cleaning the premises and removing rubbish, when these 
had been neglected.  There have been several changes among the Council 
members and officers over the years, and several have made outstanding 
contributions over long periods of time.  It is difficult to mention all the names 
but John Barnes has been our hard-working and reliable chairman ever since 
1992 (possibly the record length of time) and so perhaps deserves particular 
recognition. 
 
As a result, primarily and mainly, of the researches of Ben Cox but also of 
others, we now have accumulated quite a large collection of archive material 
about Blandford and its nearby district.  These are kept under the following 
main categories:  family names, villages, churches and chapels, large houses, 
borough records, trades and industries, sport and leisure, famous people 
associated with the town, and miscellaneous research topics of particular 
relevance to Blandford.  We also have an extensive photograph collection and a 
few photocopies of census record lists and trade directories for the town. 
 
We feel the Museum has now gained a good reputation for not only collecting 
and storing the heritage of our town and its district, but also for maintaining a 
frequent turn-over of interesting displays of the objects, with their history, 
allowing as many as possible of the stored items to be seen by visitors. We 
assist the Town Council with special exhibitions and other functions, by letting 
them have certain items on loan and we make every effort to help family 
history searchers and others, to make use of our archives.  We are committed 
not only to using this momentum towards future progress but also to 
increasing public awareness and interest in what we have to offer and its great 
importance for posterity. 
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Courtney (Master Builder), David Wright (estate agent) and the Young 
Offenders Community Service. 
 
At about this time, Ben Cox had moved to Blandford where his wife, Dorothy, 
had family connections (in Ansty), and her brother in Blandford itself.  Ben had 
recently retired after 50 years in the legal service in Evesham and, on learning 
that the Museum Trust was looking for a voluntary curator, he (happy to have a 
new and interesting challenge for his retirement) wrote to Mrs. Tupper, 
offering his services.  He was ideally qualified, since he had previously been 
Chairman of the Evesham Historical Society, and Curator of The Old Almonry 
Museum, which he had founded and established there.  His experience and 
expertise were therefore greatly welcomed and he was soon co-opted on to 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΦ 

 
The name of the building was changed 
ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻŀŎƘ IƻǳǎŜέ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ 
.ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ CƻǊǳƳ aǳǎŜǳƳέ ŀƴŘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ 
further importance to the project, a logo 
was devised and used for headed note 
paper.  The design for this was a key, 
representing a key to unlock the past, 
but it does not seem to have been 
continued. One interesting suggestion of 

Mrs. Tupper was that every house in the town should be researched for its 
history! [I do not know what response this achieved at the time, but over the 
years since, we do have brief histories for many of the town dwellings, mainly 
done, or advised and encouraged, by the thorough and professional work of 
Ben Cox.] 
 
Fund-raising/publicity efforts were redoubled, including a mile of pennies, a 
Christmas Fair, a trade fair and a lottery for a TV set.  On August Bank Holiday 
1981, the completely overgrown garden 
behind the museum was cleared by 
volunteers and a very successful lunch party 
held among the fruit trees, enhanced by 
hanging baskets and pot plants.  The Royal 
Signals lent tents; chairs, tables and urns 
were borrowed from the Parochial Church 
Council;  while Meggitt and Marsh laid on 
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electricity.  Music was supplied by a quartet led by Andrew and Judith Baker, 
some people wore Georgian costume and there were stalls and competitions 
with prizes for the best home-made hats and decorated walking-sticks. 

 
 Work continued on the building and by 1983, a 
small area of the ground floor was sufficiently 
usable to set up a display about the 18th C. Bastard 
Brothers (rebuilders of the town after the 1731 
fire), which was put on public view for a 2-week 
period.  The centrepiece of this was a diorama of  
Ψ.ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜΩΣ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 
Anthony and Andrew 
Harrison. 
 

Local residents and others continued to offer more 
items of historic interest.  The old chapel organ of Wm. 
Skivington & Sons was donated in 1982 by Trevor 
Armitage (shown in photo on the right), a coin and 
stamp dealer;  and in 1983, a bound copy of Malachi 
.ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-hand account of the 1731 fire was donated 
by William Blake (then aged 95) who was a descendant 
of Malachi Blake, the Congregational Church Minister in 
Blandford. 
  
±ƛŎǘƻǊ !ŘŀƳǎ ƘŀŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘ ά.ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ Lƴƴǎέ ŦƻǊ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 

Woodhouse Brewery but it was still only in 
manuscript at the time of his death in 1983.  After 
being typed by the Museum Trust secretary, Mrs. 
Anne Hosford, the Brewery arranged for it to be 
printed and published as a gesture of support for the 
Blandford Museum Venture and it was presented to 
the museum by John Woodhouse.  One particularly 
rare item, donated by Mrs. Barbara Solly, was a 
ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅƳŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƻŦ мтунΦ  ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
an introduction and commentary by the President of 
the Garden History Society, was published by the 
Dovecote Press on behalf of the Museum, and it 
became another good money-raiser.  The Museum 
Council wanted to create a Georgian garden (using 
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The 2005 season was characterised largely by local and national 
commemorations.   We had the 400th anniversary of  the granting of 
.ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ мΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ±9 Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
VJ day, and for all the events, Michael Le Bas created appropriate displays of 
archives and artefacts.  The RAFA in Blandford having this year disbanded, laid 
up their flag in the museum, with all due ceremony, having created a special 
case to house it.   An extra fund-raiser was a book-signing plus wine-tasting 
event, held in the Museum in June. Our curator, Peter Andrews, was co-author 
with Chris Stringer (both of the Natural History Museum of London) and they 
signed sales of their newly-ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōƻƻƪ  ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ 
9ǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 
As the 5-year plan has proceeded, we have been grateful for the instalments of 
the promised grants at each stage,  These have funded many of the 
developments described in this account, and allowed John Barnes (retired 
builder), to ensure the upkeep of the building and its services, and 
enhancement of its lighting, as well as essential health-and-safety 
improvements.  Peter Andrews, with help from the Museum Council officers, 
regularly applies for grants from such sources as the District, County and Town 
Councils, William Williams, Hall and Woodhouse, and the Museums Advisory 
Service, each application being directed towards a further specific project for 
the museum, in an effort to ensure continued success and growth.  Peter has 
now devised another 5-year plan for 2006 to 2010, on which we have now 
begun. 
 

Additional aspects of our 21 year history [1985 to 2006] 
An essential part of the museum work is done by stewards manning the entry 
area during the open season.  Without them we could not open at all.  We are 
extremely grateful to all those who have helped in this way, and some have 
been particularly generous and reliable with their time. They usually find the 
job rewarding when visitors bring information, questions, artefacts for the 
curator to assess, or just friendly comments, and they find it interesting to be 
more involved in the day-to-day running of the museum.  Extra thanks are due 
to Denise Symmons, Sylvia Hixson and Barbara Meegan, each of whom has (for 
several years) had the often stressful job of organising and keeping control of 
ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǘŀ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΩ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
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Fleet.  There was also a special presentation of finds and photographs from the 
TV Time Team investigation at 11 Bryanston Street; and another by geologist 
Michael Le Bas with advice from Treleven Haysom, of Haysom Quarries, 
showing the variety of paving and building-stones used in Blandford. 
 
In preparation for re-cataloguing the entire Museum collection electronically 
(as required by South-West Museums Council), we purchased a computer in 
2003 and, after acquiring the necessary software, the lengthy process was 
started. Later, we were lucky to have a dedicated volunteer, Roberta Mortimer, 
to work on this during her University vacations, and a further entry into the 
electronic world was made when a Museum website was created for us by Flick 
Baker.  Another important purchase was specialised track-lighting which gives 
good illumination but does not damage valuable artefacts and in October, 
2003, there was a special ceremony for the award of the new Registration 
Certificate to the Museum. 
 
Lƴ нллпΣ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǎǎǇƻǊǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘΤ  
and the time-line of layers of archaeological objects was created by Peter 
Andrews and Tony Owen, to illustrate the sequence of periods in Blandford 
from prehistory to Mediaeval Age and on to present-day.  The anniversary of 
the D-Day landings was commemorated in June, by a special display created by 
Michael Le Bas, which focussed on Tarrant Rushton Airfield from where the 
gliders had taken off.  A special opportunity for the museum arose when an 
excavation in Shillingstone revealed a large Roman villa and, by close 
cooperation with AC Archaeology, we were able to show some of the results 
and items found. The large and beautifully-constructed silk patchwork quilt, 
donated by Mr. N.C. March of Spetisbury (whose great-grandmother had made 
it in 1840) was added to the Victorian costume exhibit in the Alfred Stevens 
Gallery. 
 
Over the winter months of 2004/5, a series of lectures arranged by Sylvia 
Hixson in conjunction with the County Education Dept., took place in the 
aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǘŀǎǘŜǊΩ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ нллрκсΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
evolution of Man centred on Blandford, and lectures given by Sylvia Hixson 
were supplemented by those of other speakers (including our own curator 
Peter Andrews, deputy curator Michael Le Bas, and members Martin Green and 
Andrew Martin) specialists in particular aspects of the story.  Sylvia Hixson is 
now running the next course on human evolution to be held in the Museum in 
the winter of 2005/6 and there are more innovative suggestions for 2006/7. 
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information from this catalogue) in the unused ground behind the museum, but 
were disappointed to find that that area had not been included in the 
arrangement with William Williams Trust.  Use of the garden was occasionally 
allowed for special functions but it was never part of the original lease. 
 

Work on the building continued as funds became 
available, or as generous donors supplied specialised 
needs.  For instance, an appeal on local radio for old 
roof-tiles, brought a response from Mr. & Mrs. Bendell 
of Bashley who produced 
three van-loads, collected by 
John Tory and John Tupper.  
[  Roof repairs 1982]  The 
handsome staircase came 

from South Western Farmers, a shop in Market Place 
(now Holland and Barrett).  Before that, the only 
access to the upper floor had been by way of two 
ladders. 
 
In 1984, the old electricity generator arrived.  It had 
been the first privately-owned one in Blandford in 
about 1920, and a brick base had to be built to 
support it. 
 
All was finally ready for the Grand Opening on April 13th, 1985, performed by 

Sir Anthony Joliffe, who had been 
Lord Mayor of London in 1980 and 
was President of the Society of 
Dorset Men. 
  
At last Blandford had a safe place for 
its historic memorabilia, where they 
could be viewed by both residents 
and visitors, and their value and 
interest recorded for posterity. 
 

[Most of the information above was taken from an account written in 1999 by 
Mrs. Sue Tupper who had been totally involved with it up to its opening and for 
several years afterwards.  The original typewritten manuscript is kept in the 
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aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ  aǊǎΦ ¢ǳǇǇŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нллр ŀƴŘ aǊΦ ¢ǳǇǇŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ 
the following October]. 
 
 

An established Museum at last, in Blandford. 1985 
The work now moved on to cataloguing, providing suitable storage for the 
artefacts and creating displays, and for these, Ben Cox brought experience and 
knowledge from his work in Evesham..  Some of the first important benefits 
ǿŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ 
need for display cases, suspecting they might have some they no longer 
needed.  The result was Evesham supplied three, and both Dorchester and 
Salisbury produced several more, all at  little or no cost to us.  Some Blandford 
shops who were undergoing refurbishment also kindly supplied display cases.   
A catalogue of the rapidly-growing museum collection was started and ways of 
exhibiting the items devised.  Ben also began to research the history of 
Blandford and its district and wrote articles and monographs, allowing the 
Museum to publish them without claiming any royalties.  These included: 

The seventeenth century token coinage of Blandford Forum. 
The Hospital and Chapel of St. Leonard, Blandford Forum. 

Kingston Lacy - a brief account of the Manor and some of its Lords. 
The Great Fire of Blandford. 

Illustrated Town Guide and Potted History of Blandford. 
Parish Church of S.S. Peter and Paul, Blandford Forum. 

Trades and Industries of Blandford. 
He also wrote the following books: 

The Book of Blandford Forum. 
A Pictorial History of Blandford. 

Blandford Forum in Old Photographs. 
Victor Adams, a local Blandford historian, wrote the following monographs: 

A thousand years of Blandford History  
(completed by Ben Cox and published posthumously in 1983) 

Blandford Worthies  
(completed by Ben Cox and published posthumously in 1984) 

Blandford Inns (published posthumously,  
by Hall and Woodhouse, as mentioned above). 

 Town Clerk, C.K. Lavington, wrote  
Memories of Old Blandford. 
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and accessories.  In August, a particularly successful 
item on smuggling was on loan from the County 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 5ŜǇǘΦ  Lǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜǊΩǎ 
barrel with appropriate sound accompaniment, and 
it contained objects to handle and suggested 
activities for children. 
 
A major change to the Museum shop area was 
made when the counter was moved from being 
opposite the front door to its current position to 
one side of the doorway, and new shelving and 
other adaptations for display of shop items were 
created by John Barnes.  Various minor 
modifications had been tried before, with little 

success, but this time, the new arrangement proved more convenient.  Thelma 
Green took over the job of shop manager bringing professional expertise after 
ƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨhƴŜ-
{ǘƻǇΩ ǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ wƻŀŘΣ 
and the whole entry area was 
greatly improved. 
  
In 2003, the major item 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Playroom which contains the 
ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ŘƻƭƭǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
(donated by Mrs. Rae-Smith of 
Shroton), and the valuable dolls 
and toys (given by the Solly 
family).  It provides best viewing for all these, with security behind the perspex 
wall.  The old model of  The Old House had been found to be in a poor state so 
John Barnes did the necessary re-wiring and careful conservation of its 
woodwork and then it, too, was given security within the Playroom.  Painted 
models of Victorian children made by Philip Le Bas completed the whole 
display. 
 
Several temporary exhibits were also produced at the start of that year:  one 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ WǳōƛƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΦ  [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
were:  Wendal toys on loan from Philip Dean;  the Blandford Spitfire story 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Ŝ .ŀǎΤ  ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ aŀǘŎƘōƻȄ 
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drawn up, with a promise of funding to be supplied in stages while 
improvements, particularly for health and safety, were made.  The NDDC was 
the main contributor to this, with an offer of a yearly £2000 grant as the plan 
would be gradually accomplished. 
 

 A new drive to encourage the interest of 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
wife, Sylvia Hixson, with assistant 
curator, Jackie McNamara, by making a 
series of visits taking historical objects 
into the local schools, and following 
these up by arranged school group visits 
to the museum.  In 2001, they ran a 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎ άaȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

²ƻǊƭŘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ tƘƛƭƛǇ [Ŝ .ŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴ ōȅ wƻǊȅ /ǳǊǊŀƴ όŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎύ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŀ .ƻǳǊƴŜ όŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ tŀƳŜƭŀ [Ŝ .ŀǎΣ όƴƻǘ 
her sister-in-ƭŀǿΣ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ǳǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ 
Pam Le Bas, previously mentioned!) also 
helped with the schools project and with 
ΨŎƻǎǘǳƳŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
year in which a mock-up of the Portman 
Hunt Masters forge of  Diana Lodge, 
Bryanston, was opened.  The anvil and 
bellows donated from Diana Lodge were 
added to other implements already in the 
Museum, and the artwork was created by 
Philip Le Bas to represent blacksmith, brickwork and fire. An exhibition of 
veterinary instruments was also put on show in 2001. 
 
In 2002, (year 2 of the 5-year plan) the schools project was further developed 
after discussions with the local schools and a mobile exhibition to link with Key 
{ǘŀƎŜ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻōōƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ 
built, showing tools, shoes and boots from a collection originally owned by 
Harry Birkett Hardiman of Winton, Bournemouth, whose father had lived in 
Shillingstone.  Models for the display were again made by Philip Le Bas. Other 
new exhibits designed that year were:  one to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the death of George Vince, a local man who was the only 
Ŏŀǎǳŀƭǘȅ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀΤ  ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ 
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Copies of all these publications have been sold in the Museum for many years 
and have been a valuable source of funding. 
 
In 1986, the museum had a special display of chimney-pots, which was a 
collection assembled by Rev. Valentine Fletcher at Tollard Royal and he later 
kept it at Percy Gardens, Blandford.  After that, he gave it to the Museum on 
condition that it was returned to him if the Museum could no longer display it.  
An area was made for it  below the museum where it proved of interest, but 
due to risk of vandalism and difficulties for stewards, it was handed back and 
was later displayed at the Park Farm Museum, Milton Abbas. 
 

Museum Years 1987 to 1994 
Admission to the Museum was 25p. in 1987.  In that year, two new exhibits 
were created:   one, designed by Eric Schmidt, a retired army officer, explained 
the surprising strategic importance of Blandford in World War II as shown by its 
defences;  the other was about the many famous clockmakers of Blandford in 

the 18th/19th C.  A 
memorable event 
happened in 1989 when 
the Stour flooded part of 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊŜΩǎ ¸ŀǊŘ 
was under water.  Some 
museum items (for 
future Museum display) 
which had been stored 
by the Tuppers in nearby 
Sapling Cottage, were 

damaged but it is understood that fortunately not much was suffered by the 
Museum itself. A far worse flooding had occurred in 1979, but that was when 
the Museum was still just the decrepit old Coach House being considered as a 
possible museum building.  Now there is an efficient flood wall beside the river 
below the museum. 
  
The Alfred Stevens Gallery was developed in the southern end of the ground 
floor of the Museum, primarily for lectures and evening meetings and 
exhibitions of work by local artists. In 1990/1, Peter Robson gave a course of six 
ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƪƭƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ƻŦ 5ƻǊǎŜǘέΤ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ōȅ WǳŘŜ WŀƳŜǎ ƻƴ ά5ƻǊǎŜǘ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ 
¢ƛƳŜǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ōȅ WƻƘƴ 



12 

and Beryl Skelly.  1991 was the year 
that the museum hosted a Joint Ex-
Services Exhibition, opened by John 
Barnes.  (In 1992, John Barnes was 
elected Chairman and is still holding 
that office, today!).  An indoor 
bowling evening took place in 
Legion House to raise funds for 
refurbishing the southern end of the 
building into a better area for a 
άDǊŜŀǘ CƛǊŜέ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦ 
 

By the autumn of 1993, the museum had 
achieved full registration and was entitled to 
display the Museums and Galleries Commission 
logo.  Jean Pountney, a commercial artist in the 
town, who had been a member since 1978, 
designed posters and artwork for museum 
publicity and produced an attractive drawing of 
ǘƘŜ .ŜǊŜΩǎ ¸ŀǊŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƎƻΦ 
This view was greatly enhanced by the flower 
border and hanging baskets, created by Jean 
tƻǳƴǘƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ aƻǎƭŜȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴ ŀ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŘŜ άIƛƎƘƭȅ 
/ƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ŜŘ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 
in recent years. 
  
Wƻŀƴ .Ŝōō ōŜƎŀƴ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƛƴ мффо ŀƴŘ 
Jane Haines started a small library of those showing old fashions.  For many 
years, Jane Haines had brought professional experience to the job of curating 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴǎΣ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊǎΩ ǎƳƻŎƪǎΣ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎ ŜǘŎΦ  {ƘŜ 
was Chairman of the Museum Trust from 1989, and its President from 1992 to 
мффрΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
time. 
 
Anne Hosford, Council secretary and editor of the newsletter from (at least) 
1985, added several interesting items to our archives, from her research of the 
19th C. bookseller/printer William Shipp.  These included reports of 
performances by C.P.E.Bach, Muzio Clementi and the soprano Nancy Storace in 
.ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ wƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǊŜǿ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
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windows etc.  These were:  some antique tools in Barnes D.I.Y. shop in Dorset 
Street;  the Blue Coat School uniform in Gemini (fashion and school uniform 
ǎƘƻǇύ ƛƴ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘΤ  ά¢ƘŜ ²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ²ƻǊŘέ όƛΦŜΦ ƻƭŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŘŜŜŘǎ 
etc.) in Blandford Library;  an early Radio and TV in Rod Mills TV shop;  and 
ά[ŀǿ ŀƴŘ hǊŘŜǊέ ƛƴ .ƭŀƴŎƘŀǊŘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ 
 
Re-opening was successfully achieved in May 2000, with two new displays 
(Victorian kitchen upstairs and the costume exhibit of two Victorian ladies 
down stairs).  In June, the Stour Valley Band held a concert in the Corn  
Exchange to raise funds for the Museum and so the Museum set up a  
complementary exhibition of Blandford Town Bands of Yesteryear.  In July, 
wƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ .ƛƎƴƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ DǊƻǳǇ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƭƭŜƴƛǳƳ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǎŜΣ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
illustrations by 60 young people in the town, from pre-school to sixth form. 
 
The series of winter lectures with the Civic Society had proved successful and 
the numbers for two of them in 1999 exceeded the permitted maximum for the 
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, so a larger venue had to be booked for the  
following year.  In subsequent years, there were practical difficulties at the  
different venues, causing changes of both place and day, and poor acoustics led 
eventually to the purchase of a public address system, shared between the two 
societies. The annual combined series continued until 2006, with many greatly-
appreciated talks.  [A list of the 48 speakers who lectured (and their topics) is 
appended at the end of this account.] 
 
When the Solly family made a generous financial donation to the Museum in 
1999, they asked that it should be invested and its interest used to fund  
an annual lecture.  So the first Solly Lecture was arranged for 2000 and Dr.  
WƻǎŜǇƘ .ŜǘǘŜȅΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ  ŀƴŘ wǳǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ 5ƻǊǎŜǘέ ŘǊŜǿ ŀ 
large and appreciative audience.  [This event has continued each year since and 
a list of the speakers and their topics is also appended at the end of this  
account.] 
 

Museum Years 2000 to 2005 
By the end of 2000, we were pleased to have appointed a new Hon.Curator, Dr. 
Peter Andrews, who had just moved to Blandford, having taken part-time 
retirement from the Anthropology Department of the Natural History Museum 
in London.  He, together with Council officers, held discussions with NDDC and 
the Dorset Museums Association, and a new 5-year plan for the museum was 


